Message to all Union Executives 

from organizations affiliated to the Common Front

Subject :
Local Common Front activities on October 30, 2009


Filing of demands

Dear friends,

As previously forecasted, the weather this fall will be hot due to all the Common Front activities. This coming October 30, all Union organizations adhering to the Common Front will be meeting in Quebec City to file our demands with the government. The date will signal the official beginning of a new round of collective bargaining.

On that day, the Common Front must, by all means, be visible in all regions and in each and every workplace. We will shortly be sending you a series of tools which will enable you to organise the day's activities as well as possible.

Meanwhile, here are a few guidelines which will help you plan for that date, from this day forward.

1. Contact our counterparts in the Common Front immediately.

If this has not been done already, you are invited to communicate with your counterparts in other Union organizations and related workplaces immediately. It is high time you get to know each other and share contact information. 

It is paramount that we all know each other well in order to show all employers of the public and para-public sectors that our Common Front is for real, and that it is well in place in all our workplaces.

2. Schedule an appointment with the management of your institutions as soon as possible.

On October 30, you will be asked to prepare, within the frame of the Common Front, a "filing of demands at the local level", in connection with the filing of demands that will take place in Quebec City.

First, teams must be built, consisting of representatives from all Unions present in your workplace, that will meet with the management of all facilities, in order to file our "Declaration of collective bargaining".
All employers from the public and para-public sectors must hear and understand our message: It is our firm intention to obtain a negotiated collective agreement, before the Decree deadline of March 31, 2010, that will improve the work conditions of the 475,000 public services workers, and that will recognize the value of their work for the population of Quebec.

The Declaration of collective bargaining will be sent to you within a few days. This Declaration shall be the primary document used to help the managers of your institutions understand the importance and legitimacy of our claims.

3. Be visible, in all regions and in all workplaces

In preparation for October 30, you will be receiving stickers with the caption "C'est parti" to be distributed to all our members so they may wear them throughout the day. The objective is to show that this day is important for the Common Front and that the countdown to March 31, 2010 has officially begun!

We will also have static stickers to be applied to the windshield of your vehicles or your office windows to help communicate our message everywhere: "Ensemble pour les services publics". They shall be available throughout the Common Front tour in October, and from all Unions adhering to the Common Front.

Finally, in order to point out that the countdown towards a new collective agreement has begun, we have designed an original calendar, which will be very useful in your workplace, to identify the main issues of this Common Front collective bargaining. The calendars will be available from your Union starting October 30.

4. Some tools you will find useful to inform and mobilize all our members.

Here is a list of tools we will be forwarding to you in the coming days:

· The Declaration of collective bargaining, to be delivered, on behalf of the Common Front, to the management of your institution on October 30.

· Stickers saying "C'est parti" to distribute to all persons present at work on October 30.

· Static stickers to display on the windshields of your vehicles and in your office windows, bearing the colours of the Common Front.

· Special calendars to install in your workplace in order to remind everyone of the key dates and great issues of this collective bargaining.

As usual, we are relying on your cooperation to make October 30 a great success in every workplace and in all regions. Our message must be carried solidarily by everyone in order to be well understood by the government!

From October 13 on, watch for the Common Front tour in your area. Our spokespersons are eager to meet you! 

Fraternally,
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